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Voting in Primary Elections 
 
What is a primary? In a primary election, voters select which candidates will appear on the 
ballot for a given political party in the general election in November. For example, the winner of 
a Democratic Party primary will be that party’s nominee on the general election bal lot in 
November. 
 
See here for a helpful, informational video about primaries from the Wake County Board of Elections.  
 
Who can vote? Voters who are registered with one of the five recognized political parties 
(Constitution, Democratic, Green, Libertarian, or Republican) may only cast a ballot in that 
party’s primary election. Unaffiliated voters may request a Democratic, Libertarian, or 
Republican ballot, or nonpartisan ballot, if available. Unaffiliated voters may not vote ballots of 
the Constitution or Green parties, as those parties conduct closed primaries.  
 
Can 17-year-olds vote in the primary? 17-year-olds who will be 18 by Election Day (November 
3, 2020) may also vote in the primary. However, they may receive a different ballot style 
because they are not eligible to vote in certain contests, such as referendums, that will not 
appear on the November ballot. 
 
Do I need a photo ID to vote in the 2020 primary? No. In a December 31 order, a federal district court 
blocked North Carolina’s voter photo ID requirement from taking effect. The injunction will remain in 
place until further order of the court. The North Carolina Court of Appeals also temporarily blocked the 
law on February 18, 2020. 
 
Absentee By-Mail Voting 
 
Deadline to request an absentee ballot by mail from the county board of elections: February 25, 2020 
 
Deadline to Return Ballot: The voted ballot must be returned in person or by mail to the county board of 
elections no later than 5 p.m. on Election Day (March 3, 2020). Absentee ballots received after 5 p.m. 
on Election Day will be timely only if they are received by mail no later than 5 p.m. on the third day 
following the date of the election (March 6, 2020) and postmarked on or before Election Day.  
 
For more information on absentee voting, please view the State Board’s How to Vote Absentee by Mail 
one pager. 
 
Early Voting 
 
Dates: February 13 – February 29 
To find all early voting sites and schedules in your county, go here: vt.ncsbe.gov/ossite. 
 
For a PDF of early voting sites and schedules by county, go here: 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dl.ncsbe.gov/One-Stop_Early_Voting/One-Stop%20Site%20List.pdf 
 
Early voting offers same-day registration, which allows eligible individuals to register to vote and cast a 
ballot on the same day. For voters who missed the regular voter registration deadline on February 7, 
early voting is the last chance to register and vote in the 2020 primary election. 
 
Can I change my party affiliation during early voting? No. During the early voting period, registered 
voters may update their name or address, but may not change their party affiliation. 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmsweb03.co.wake.nc.us%2fbordelec%2fdownloads%2f15precinctofficials%2ffrontpage%2fwhat%2520is%2520a%2520primary.mp4&c=E,1,erbYdIFjmXPyG-bLZ3qi7k_PuewyvMgdeo2XAcyfkc5YLv8RVlxWLawqHhHvJSWfKrbptLveOByjoXv6tEL9Z7HrTb-kkcuDNzDIVD9jIFuNvdqEhdk,&typo=1
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fs3.amazonaws.com%2Fdl.ncsbe.gov%2FVoter%2520ID%2FPreliminary%2520Injunction%2520Order_PhotoID_12312019.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Ckatelyn.love%40ncsbe.gov%7Cbe720a2cf5444f19df4d08d78fa95fb2%7C7a7681dcb9d0449a85c3ecc26cd7ed19%7C0%7C1%7C637135829923742128&sdata=YSz%2FMoAuTmnRTbpZRKhfFJL1v3zan85ODNAy8eL%2FHHA%3D&reserved=0
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dl.ncsbe.gov/Outreach/Absentee/Infosheet_howtoabsentee_FINAL.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dl.ncsbe.gov/Outreach/Absentee/Infosheet_howtoabsentee_FINAL.pdf
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fvt.ncsbe.gov%2fossite%2f&c=E,1,BIcwP7yEaq-175xdJhr-ADq0q2RbA_B7BAxx0cun8YzCJlV5VN2Qxd4L_kCDILKFhYLod_bd5jtKEp_wih0idkd1PplWrLZql2tnNTOqFVafY4iJVVo_AND4&typo=1
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dl.ncsbe.gov/One-Stop_Early_Voting/One-Stop%20Site%20List.pdf
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Absentee Voting Statistics 
 
The State Board publishes absentee statistics daily here. Absentee data for this election is here. 
 
Sample Ballots 
 
Sample ballots are available for all eligible voters through the Voter Search tool at NCSBE.gov. Enter 
your first and last names in the boxes and click “Search.” Click on your name from the list of available 
records. There, you will find your sample ballot(s), Election Day polling place, voting jurisdictions, voter 
history (which NC elections you’ve voted in), and information about any absentee ballot requests. 
 
For the 2020 primary, unaffiliated voters will see sample ballots for the Republican, Democratic, and 
Libertarian parties, and if available, a nonpartisan ballot. 
 
Primary Election Day 
 
Date: March 3. Polls are open from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Voters in line at 7:30 p.m. will be able to vote. 
 
Find your polling place: To find your Election Day polling place, go here: vt.ncsbe.gov/PPLkup. You can 
search either by your residence or voting precinct. 
 
Phones in the polling place 
 
Can I use my cell phone at my polling place? Under § 163-166.3, taking photographs of voted ballots is 
prohibited. Voters are allowed to have phones or electronic devices with them while voting as long as 
those devices are not used to photograph a ballot or communicate with anyone via voice, text, email or 
any other method. 
 
Voters, especially younger or first-time voters, may not know that it is illegal to photograph their ballot 
or that they are not permitted to communicate using an electronic device while in the act of voting. 
Photographing a marked ballot is against the law in part because such photographs could be used as 
proof of a vote for a candidate in a vote-buying scheme. Electronic communication while voting is 
prohibited because of limits on voter assistance and to prevent disruptions in the voting enclosure. 
 
Voters may bring voting guides, notes and other materials into the voting booth. They also may use 
electronic devices to access a slate card or candidate information, provided they don’t use a device to 
communicate with anyone. 
 
Extending Polling Hours 
 
Under § 163-166.01, the State Board of Elections may only extend voting on Election Day if the polls are 
“delayed in opening for more than 15 minutes, or are interrupted for more than 15 minutes after 
opening.” Any extension may only be for a number of minutes equal to the disruption at that polling 
place. The appointed State Board will be on standby on Election Day to consider any extension 
recommended by a county board of elections. 
 
Election Night Results 
 
Results will post after polls close on election night here: https://er.ncsbe.gov/.  
 
As of 2018, for security purposes, North Carolina does not allow counties to send in results via modem, 
so it may take some time for results to appear online. After poll workers close the polls, they must 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdl.ncsbe.gov%2findex.html%3fprefix%3dOne-Stop_Early_Voting%2f2020%2fAbsentee%2520Stats%2f&c=E,1,zgVecCVPSPnEG5ojjLIuYWjjcUS65P4R4YhuxSCSqHToqpUkReh5ySDeLRRLoH62fDOxU4LpernXb-vM5jIb0v1mhmqnR5FpD_sIpdDLMAbNpA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdl.ncsbe.gov%2findex.html%3fprefix%3dENRS%2f2020_03_03%2f&c=E,1,SyAOBxsceIiZPR8K8p0MxsHjlmULYlzVd48mWd2KDR1EgBKuLh6SpUtSPnlQbmrXsQ44HjyVray40UIZCCq_Pb9uLHSMsDt0wAVA_Hv8658V2B9_dWGGmA8,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fvt.ncsbe.gov%2fRegLkup%2f&c=E,1,dKVeY-G21-dxRmby5pJKND8rFGpzmR4uD6DUtiSdkPHS5LDtZ6O0-nQB7GkXSoJEIUamokJOHhNzhmM3YK-8gFGcxc-0UK_I9FHzQKmW2gd7jA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.ncsbe.gov%2findex.html&c=E,1,tMPBzF8b0Y7tANVLslU_A90FpKFlrneRgtE1QVaG2hvNJ_TJKoulY4SEqoL3qhid-VEh8_SlCWNbZ1GxOrQOb5j3xvFlSZta1Lb2sGl76kMrg7jmnwTtxmE,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fvt.ncsbe.gov%2fPPLkup%2f&c=E,1,sKlH3MCm6_6uw9GQM2jcIaZsI8gf_VeQBWkGSbptbDv0eN1EmKNH6_tocMfDpWdAxuaAsR2EleWpOcH_KQQybETXyUOJLAxJuw2o9uf70wzeWqgLt3Yuk1BG&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.ncleg.gov%2fEnactedLegislation%2fStatutes%2fPDF%2fBySection%2fChapter_163%2fGS_163-166.3.pdf&c=E,1,pIka5BZ4qe33aWs3sLy96rHUnk9V_jb2oYnHdShAMQg2Rw_rd50BSi0Kab1h4oCJgcKU8C4M-Dfb-hMdPrXOjzdSAJYFgo-3hg0zwOx6sMx8BA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.ncleg.gov%2fEnactedLegislation%2fStatutes%2fHTML%2fBySection%2fChapter_163%2fGS_163-166.01.html&c=E,1,7BtyEfKdEDrQOhUtnyK8hvwDsLoT2POeM_BxUh-FA6wYVK7ndKhKEsUyFlWDYqDYscqg1P4rLK2_NSTsWNTZlfm3LP5Qf5b6CUsQF89LgEE,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fer.ncsbe.gov%2f&c=E,1,vAhmUIM9SsVfFQrFtRb5XKSyScuvxCRuh_BuiCV0vbn3i8o74mq3pKnTsL7WOroJOZanlbUQkd5WOGHe8kN9upVRsE1R1REi5btyCQto6nA8&typo=1
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physically return results media to their county board of elections office for entering into an air-gapped 
computer with the results-tabulation software.   
 
A link to the 03/03/2020 election will be available soon in the dropdown menu. The media results file is 
here: https://s3.amazonaws.com/dl.ncsbe.gov/ENRS/2020_03_03/results_pct_20200303.zip.  
 
Recounts 
 
The state statute on recounts is § 163-182.7. Ordering recounts. 
 
Second Primary? 
 
The second primary statute is § 163-111. The candidate who receives the second-highest vote total in a 
primary contest may demand a second primary if no candidate receives more than 30 percent of the 
votes cast for all candidates in that contest. The top two vote-getters would be on the ballot for the 
second primary. There is no second primary for presidential contests. 
 
A candidate who is apparently eligible to demand a second primary, according to unofficial results, must 
file a written request with the executive director of the State Board of Elections by noon on the ninth 
day after the primary, or Thursday, March 12, 2020. Any request would be subject to the certification of 
official results by the State Board. Requests for a second primary from candidates for state senator or 
state representative in a single-county district or candidates for county offices must be submitted to the 
appropriate county board of elections. 
 
If no federal contest requires a second primary, the second primary would be held April 21, 2020. If any 
federal contest requires a second primary, the second primary for all contests would be held May 12, 
2020.  
 
Voting Systems 
 
What voting systems are used in my county? In the March 2020 election, all North Carolina voters will 
use paper ballots, either marked by hand or by a ballot-marking device. To find your county’s system, 
visit the voting systems maps at 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dl.ncsbe.gov/Voting_Systems_Docs/VotingSystems_ByCounty.pdf. Some 
counties are using new voting systems in 2020. 
 
Election Security 
 
For information on election security in North Carolina, go here. For 10 Facts About Election Security in 
North Carolina, go here. 
 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/dl.ncsbe.gov/ENRS/2020_03_03/results_pct_20200303.zip
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.ncleg.gov%2fEnactedLegislation%2fStatutes%2fHTML%2fByChapter%2fChapter_163.html&c=E,1,fvwPMxA2H0ECRGLAzFHk87LJBfBCJ8P5CoaQ6MJvfc4EI6HsGJM6irJ3rnZasLulkudlNSQJmjtTs8Q07dL1xIJPS2Ca9kBfkwFwVjjwLvagPcX95A,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.ncleg.gov%2fEnactedLegislation%2fStatutes%2fHTML%2fBySection%2fChapter_163%2fGS_163-111.html&c=E,1,z_iAGfHqGw7Hsm2x4l0yWATM3k7lw-aPTL0aOukMIJn6YE_EC_iznTX1snHefXfYIwckLkxPJiV02FV4Qqn1s1qWPY20EjL22JQqtSe79B-8tGuiP96LJCCn&typo=1
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dl.ncsbe.gov/Voting_Systems_Docs/VotingSystems_ByCounty.pdf
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.ncsbe.gov%2fVoting-Options%2fElection-Security&c=E,1,QyglRVjUuMOP8ahESfmvJRBQ93N8iubIwX1s1cJQXAXKK9A13QPBpSp3TXXIGQtOVutJIbjy6OhcM-JDtYyIhpxzkm18WtggH3k7DbjoJg,,&typo=1
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dl.ncsbe.gov/Media_Kits/YourVoteCountsNC/ElectionSecurity_10TalkingPoints.pdf

